
May 10, 2021
Dear College Credit Plus/AP English 12 Students,

So we meet again! I am beyond excited to have you again and teach both of these courses. With some of you
not totally sure about College Credit Plus, we (thank you Mrs. Mullane!) decided to combine all advanced
senior courses into one summer reading assignment; this way you have the summer to think about which option
you prefer to take: AP English 12 or College Credit Plus through Youngstown State University. You CANNOT
choose to take CCP if you did not sign up for the course in February (not a KJ rule, this is a YSU rule).

Electing to take these courses comes with the reward of summer reading. I’ve decided this year to require 2
books and 4  Reading Responses or “Journals.” These MUST be completed before the start of the school
year. If you do not complete all of your summer reading then you will be removed from the programs. You will
then be reassigned to College English 11 or College English 12 (depending on your corresponding grade).

Please sign up for Google Classroom for the course you anticipate to take. This will help me have a general idea
of how many students each course will have. If you have to be moved from CCP to AP that is okay! We will
worry about that at the start of the year.

AP English 12 Google Classroom Code: nraeakx
CCP Google Classroom Code: uiyjaly

Reader Responses: All Reader Responses are worth 10 points each. They should be one page in length. You
may double space or single space. This is up to you and how much detail you need to provide to get your full
ten points. The prompts are below. You may write in 1st person point of view; however, you should be using
your best academic writing. Oh, and don’t you dare turn in one giant paragraph...consider this your only
warning! Each reader response should be an analysis of the topic and have correctly cited textual evidence.
Please submit on Google Classroom. I have posted one of my actual reader responses from college.

Book #1:Othello by William Shakespeare
Directions: Read Othello and answer the following two prompts. I get you may decide to use No Fear, just
understand that I want all citations in original Shakespearean.

Reminder of how to cite Shakespeare correctly. It’s poetry so you must put a backslash between lines.
Parenthetical citations are (Act. Scene. Line).

Juliet states, “Alack, alack, is it not like that I,/So early waking—what with loathsome smells,/And shrieks like
mandrakes torn out of the earth…”(4.3.47-49).

Journal #1: Shakespeare is old, boring, and hard to understand...so why do we keep torturing you with this?
Being someone who LOVES Shakespeare, I call crap! We as scholars keep teaching it because we find value in
this text. Tease out the transferable themes found in this text and write a rationale of what can still be utilized by
a modern audience. Please use at least three pieces of textual evidence.

Journal #2: Shakespeare's characters are predominately white; however, Othello is a moor (black). Explain
how race impacts and even complicates the plot and characterization. Why do you think Shakespeare made this
choice and what does this say about the history of diversity? Please use at least three pieces of textual evidence.



Book #2: Select ONE book from the MASSIVE list of AP Books that also examines diversity
Directions: Select one of the following AP books that you have NOT read yet!

Book Options

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark
Twain
Angels in America by Tony Kushner
As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner
The Awakening by Kate Chopin
Beloved by Toni Morrison
Black Boy by Richard Wright
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
The Bonesetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan
The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof by Tennessee Williams
The Color Purple by Alice Walker
Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller
Delta Wedding by Eudora Welty
Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina Garcia
Dutchman by Amiri Baraka/Leroi Jones
Fences by August Wilson
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
A Free Life: A Novel by Ha Jin
A Gesture Life by Chang-Rae Lee
The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
Hard Times by Charles Dickens
Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
A High Wind in Jamaica by Richard Hughes
Home to Harlem by Claude McKay
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison
Jasmine by Bharati Mukherjee
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan
Kafka on the Shore by Haruki Murakami
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
Letters from an American Farmer by de Crevecoeur
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott
Long Day’s Journey into Night by Eugene O’Neill
Lord of the Flies by William Golding

Love Medicine by Louise Erdrich
M. Butterfly by David Henry
The Moor’s Last Sigh by Salman Rushdie
The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri
Native Son by Richard Wright
Native Speaker by Chang-Rae Lee
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro
Old School by Tobia Wolf
One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia
Marquez
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey
Out of Africa by Isaak Dinesen
A Passage to India by E. M. Forster
Père Goriot by Honore de Balzac
The Piano Lesson by August Wilson
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver
The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie by Muriel Spark
Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
Reservation Blues by Sherman Alexie
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead by Tom
Stoppard
A Separate Peace by John Knowles
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut
Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison
Sophie’s Choice by William Styron
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zorah Neale
Hurston
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien
Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe
Wise Blood by Flannery O’Connor
Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong
Zoot Suit by Luis Valdez



Journal #3: When the AP committee assesses a book’s merit they look for ten things. Using the following list,
discuss/analyze with your selected AP text has made the cut. CCP these would also be texts that are used in
collegiate classrooms. Explain their academic value. Please use at least three pieces of textual evidence.

1. Entertains the reader and is interesting to read.
2. Does not merely conform to the expectations of a single genre or formula
3. Has been judged to have artistic quality by the literary community (teachers, students, librarians, critics,

other writers, the reading public)
4. Has stood the test of time in some way, regardless of the date of publication
5. Shows thematic depth: The themes merit revisiting and study because they are complex and nuanced.
6. Demonstrates innovation in style, voice, structure, characterization, plot and/or description.
7. May have a social, political or ideological impact on society during the lifetime of the author or

afterward.
8. Does not fall into the traps of “pulp” fiction such as clichéd or derivative descriptions and plot devices,

or sentimentality rather than “earned” emotion.
9. Is intended by the author to communicate in an artistic manner.
10. Is universal in its appeal (i.e., the themes and insights are not only accessible to one culture or time

period)

Journal #4: Discuss the diversity found in the novel/play. What are the stereotypes and hardships that this
person or diverse group faced? Are the stereotypes similar to the stereotypes today or are they different?
Explain. Also, what does deeply reading about this cross section of diversity better help you understand about
the group, yourself, and/or society. Please use at least three pieces of textual evidence.

ALL Reading Responses are DUE Tuesday September 7, 2021 by 11:59 pm on
Google Classroom!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me via email throughout the summer. I am looking
forward to having everyone again!

Enjoy sleeping in, sunshine, extensive video game action...and of course reading!

Mrs./Professor (man, that sounds weird) Kelly Johnston
AP English 12

College Credit Plus
English 2618

kjohnston@springfieldlocal.us /kajohnston01@ysu.edu


